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"Susanne D. McNamara, 76, of Farmington, Connecticut died on April, 22, 
2017, at Hartford Hospital. The daughter of the late Calvin J. Dandley and 
Susanne (Carty) Dandley, she was born on February 14, 1941 in Boston, 
Massachusetts and grew up in East Hartford, Connecticut. She was 
predeceased by her three brothers, Calvin J. Dandley, Bernard C. Dandley 
and his wife Janet Dandley, and Paul Dandley, as well as her ex-husband 
John McNamara. 

Service was an important part of Susanne's life. She graduated from St. 
Joseph College and received her Master's from the University of Hartford. 
She taught at St. Thomas Aquinas High School in New Britain. Later, she 
attended Syracuse University where she received her Master's of Social 
Work and then spent twenty-two years as Clinical Director of Catholic 
Family Services of New Britain. She changed careers later in life and 
received her Juris Doctorate from Western New England College School of 

Law. She had her own law practice in New Britain for over twenty years. Susanne was very active outside 
of her professional pursuits by giving of herself through community groups and providing legal assistance at 
no cost to those in need. Susanne's kindness and love was evident to all those around her who witnessed 
and experienced her selflessness through her desire to help others. She was a member of the Greater New 
Britain Bar Association, she served on the board of the Mental Health Association of Connecticut, served as 
the chairman of the board for the Bristol Visiting Nurses Association for many years, was an active member 
of the Quota Club of Bristol for twenty-six years, serving at different times as president and governor of the 
district, and she volunteered at the Farmington food pantry. 

Susanne truly enjoyed life and always had a story to tell and occasionally an Irish song to sing. She loved 
traveling, playing tennis, spending time on Cape Cod, UConn women's basketball, and cooking. One of 
her favorite things to do was entertain because it enabled her to do what meant the most to her which was 
enjoy time with family and friends. She especially liked celebrating Thanksgiving at home and making her 
traditional Irish dinner for her annual St. Patrick's Day party. Susanne's family and friends meant the world 
to her and her generous and selfless spirit was reflected in her desire to be there for those she loved. 
Susanne is survived by her dearest and loved friend, Cathy Kellar of Farmington, CT, her step-daughters 
Maria Fitzgerald, her husband John, and their two children of Concord, Massachusetts, Beth McNamara and 
her two children, and Grace McNamara of Syracuse, New York, her sister-in-law Jayne Dandley of Jupiter, 
Florida, her niece Tracey Dandley-MacLaren, her husband Jeffory MacLaren and their daughter Emma 
Susanne of Canton, Connecticut, and her niece Lori Dandley of Denver, Colorado, and many cherished 
friends.” 
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