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Front Cover: Membership in Quota offers opportunities for 
personal growth. Our cover story (page 2) shares stories from 
members who stepped out of their comfort zones to take on 
new club duties, discovering talents and developing skills in 
the process. Why not have a go—and GROW ?

ABOUT QUOTA INTERNATIONAL 
We Change Lives
In Quota International, members serve our local communities 
and our world. Founded in 1919 as the first international 
service organization for women, Quota today includes men 
and women in clubs throughout North America, South 
America, the Caribbean, the South Pacific, Asia, and Europe. 
Our motto, “We Share,” leads us to help and encourage 
others, while developing friendships and promoting 
international understanding. We are known especially for our 
service to disadvantaged women and children and to people 
with hearing loss and speech disorders.
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Left: Quota Bear Picnic. Hundreds of children, including 
Emily, aged 3, pictured here, enjoy QI of Thuringowa’s Teddy 
Bear Picnic. The event, held every two years in September, 
attracts more than one thousand participants for fun and 
games—including a parade with prizes for the biggest, smallest, 
oldest, and best-dressed teddy bear. During the picnic, the club 
distributes Quota Cares Bears to local emergency services for 
use with children in trauma. Photo by Evan Morgan, courtesy of 
Townsville Bulletin.

Dear Quota Member, 
February marks Quota’s 
birthday—a time to celebrate 
our founding in 1919 by 
Wanda Frey Joiner and to 
celebrate the way we move 
FORWARD as an international 
organization dedicated to 
service, friendship, and 
understanding. Like little 
Emily, pictured to the left, 
who is enjoying a Quota 
teddy bear picnic sponsored 
by our Thuringowa club in 

Queensland, Australia, Quota members delight in the 
Quota caring that we share with others around the world. 

This issue of The Quotarian will embrace you with stories 
of the way we change lives through Quota—and how we 
members often find that the lives changed most by Quota 
are our own. Also read a special thank you to retiring Quota 
Executive Director Kathleen Treiber (page 4). Enjoy! 

In Quota friendship,

Laura Lahman
International President

FORWARD

2012-
2013
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“Have a Go” and Grow 
through Quota
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Quota membership opens numerous doors—to new friend-
ships, to new ways to make a difference and to new experiences 
of fellowship and fun. Taking an active role in our clubs 
further expands possibilities for personal growth, as we learn 
from the stories of four members from around the world.

Uncover New Skills

(Australia) The current president of QI of Gold Coast in 
Queensland, Australia, joined the club to find friends when 
she was new in town, 14 years ago. “It’s very hard to meet 
people nowadays. You don’t get to know your neighbors any 
more—and that goes for young and old,” said Lyn Wicks. 

In Quota, Lyn found the friendship she sought, but also 
found ways to stretch personally. For example, she recently 
agreed to do the club newsletter, even though she had no ex-
perience with such a task. Fueled with positive attitude, Lyn 

created a model club communication with an upbeat tone. 
“It is yet another skill that Quota has shown me that I have 
the ability to do,” she admitted, “though, I’m always learning 
as I go. I try to express to our members, especially those who 
tend to sit back, just how much Quota has to offer, if one 
is prepared to “have a go.” Quota has taught me a lot about 
myself and given me lifelong friends.”

Get Involved

(Canada) Linda Banerjee also looked to meet new people 
and get involved in her Saskatchewan community when she 
joined QI of Weyburn in 2002. Straightaway, she took on 
the leadership of a major fund-raiser. “Although overwhelm-
ing at times, it was a great way to learn how committees func-
tion and how cooperation and collaboration are necessary to 
service success. It helped me develop skills in organization, 

Gold Coast Quota Club President Lyn Wicks joined Quota to meet 
people. Shown above, at right, volunteering with her club’s QuoCKa 
reading program, Lyn says Quota has taught her a lot about herself and 
led her to lifelong friends.

Quota member Linda Banerjee (left) is shown above presenting a check 
to the local library on behalf of her club QI of Weyburn, Sasketchewan. 
Linda says Quota service offers opportunities for personal growth through 
the development of new skills and collaboration. 
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communication, and teamwork—and build confidence. With 
that came greater self-esteem,” Linda said.

Since then, Linda has accepted numerous club duties and 
offices. “All have been opportunities for growth and learn-
ing, one of the many benefits of joining an organization 
like Quota that includes people from all walks of life with 
various skills, strengths, and opinions. In addition to doing 
worthwhile service, through Quota I have gained fellowship 
and friendship, which is important to me.”

Expand Your Base

(U.S.A.) Karen Reed returned to her hometown in West 
Virginia, U.S.A., after graduating from pharmacy school. A 
local Quota member asked her to buy a ticket for a fund-
raiser; a year later, she joined the club. “I was very young, 
only 24,” she explained. “Quota offered opportunities for 
new experiences. Although I grew up in Beckley and knew 
people in town, Quota’s Beckley club introduced me to lots 
of people I would not have met otherwise. Now they are my 
dearest friends.” Karen later served as her club's president.

Quota enhances Karen’s work as well. “My pharmacy pa-
tients benefit from my knowing about local services—hearing 
aids, speech therapy, maybe a battered women’s shelter. The 
contacts I’ve made through Quota help me help others more 
efficiently,” she said. Skills Karen learned in her club also 
carry over professionally: “How to prepare an agenda and 
conduct meetings, for example, helped my leadership in the 
pharmacy community—and it all came from Quota!”

Past Club President Karen Reed (right), shown here with fellow members of Quota’s Beckley club in West 
Virginia, says her membership enhances her personal life as well as her career.

Manila Quota member Irma Torres found her passion through her club 
experiences—helping deaf children like Yuji (pictured above) reach their 
potential through education.

Find Your Passion

(Philippines) Irma Torres 
began looking for a new Quo-
ta direction after serving four 
consecutive terms as recording 
secretary of QI of Manila. “I 
wanted to go beyond tran-
scribing minutes of meetings!” 
she explained.

Irma created a scholarship 
program at the Philippines 
School for the Deaf to spon-
sor one student’s tuition, 
transportation, gifts to 
encourage special talents and 
extracurricular activities, and 
more. Chosen from eight ap-
plicants, her first scholar, Yuji, 
finished the 2012 school year 
with four medals. Impressed 
by his progress and Irma’s ef-
forts, QI of Manila presented 
Yuji with a set of hearing aids. 
“I intend to see him through 
college. He is consistently at 
the top of his class; how can I 

not be inspired! My next challenge is to expand this program 
to reach even more deserving students,” Irma said.

Irma credits her passion for helping others to her Quota 
experience. “Quota fills a vacuum in my simple life,” she 
said. “A part of me was in deep slumber until Quota awak-
ened it to a dazzling consciousness. My beautiful family lov-
ingly supports my incurable passion, which provides me with 
a life filled with joy and contentment.”
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Quota Grows On
Since August 2012, Quota welcomed 
eight new clubs: 

QI of Hervey Bay, Queensland,  
Australia* 
October 6, 2012
QI of TWIGS of Cupertino,  
California, U.S.A.* 
October 22, 2012 
QI of Buderim, Queensland, 
Australia 
October 28, 2012
QI of the Central Coast, California, 
U.S.A.* 
November 1, 2012
QI of Central Florida, Florida, 
U.S.A.* 
November 17, 2012
QI of Pacific Coast, New South 
Wales, Australia 
November 29, 2012
QI of Amsterdam, The 
Netherlands* 
December 31, 2012
QI of Southwest Cebu, The 
Philippines
January 22, 2013

*Formerly a Quota Branch

Thank You, Kathleen
After almost 30 years of service, Execu-
tive Director Kathleen Treiber will 
retire on April 30. “Quota has always 
meant much more to Kathleen than a 
career,” said President Laura Lahman. 
“She has been a valuable asset to our 
organization and a wonderful friend to 
many of us as well.”

Kathleen’s Quota accomplishments 
are many. During her tenure, Quota 
purchased its own headquarters offices; 
Hand-in-Hand World Service expand-
ed dramatically; Quota’s communica-
tions and programs received dozens 
of awards; the successful “Leaders as 
Listeners” and “Creating the Quota of 
Tomorrow” strategic programs were 
created and implemented; and Quota’s 

(India) Children in DLF City, India, 
like all beneficiaries of our Hand-in-
Hand World Service program, express 
gratitude for Quota service that is 
changing their lives. Their hand-held 
signs spell out a heartfelt message. The 
current term for our Hand-in-Hand 

World Service projects, sponsored by 
the We Share Foundation, ends in 
May. Donations to these projects must 
be received by April 30. Projects for the 
2013-2015 term, which begin May 1, 
will be announced after that date on 
Quota's Web site.

Hand-in-Hand World Service 
Term Ends in May

infrastructure began its evolution to a 
Web-based operation with an award-
winning Internet presence. 

 “As my time as Quota Interna-
tional’s Executive Director draws to an 
end,” said Kathleen, “I wish to sin-
cerely thank the board of directors and 
all the members of Quota with whom 
I have worked. You have inspired me, 
motivated me, and often awed me. 
Ours has been a wonderful partnership 
striving towards one ultimate goal—to 
do what’s best for Quota.”

As far as retirement plans, Kathleen 
and her husband Randy, a retired colo-
nel in the U.S. Army, look forward to 
moving to the beautiful mountains of 
Asheville, North Carolina.

A search committee has been formed, 
and work is underway, to seek Execu-
tive Director Kathleen’s successor.

http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/india%E2%80%94qi-of-dlf-city/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/


Grand Rapids JQ Kicks Off with 
Summer Camp

JQ SPACE

JQ Summer Camp in Grand Rapids, Michigan, proved an exciting kickoff for a new JQ club and 
their Quota mentors.

(U.S.A.) Several years ago, QI of 
Grand Rapids in Michigan formed a 
club for kids with hearing loss. Now in 
high school, the teenagers formed a 
JQ in June 2012 and kicked off activi-
ties at JQ Summer Camp, planned and 

JQ Expands in the 
Philippines

(Philippines) JQ membership 
is continuing to grow and thrive in 
the Philippines. The Quota clubs of 
Metro Cebu, Parañaque, Angeles, 
Las Piñas, and Cebu South each 
sponsors a junior club. One of 
the newest of these clubs is JQ of 
Metro Cebu, launched in 2012 with 
45 members, aged 3 to 14. The 17 
students pictured to the right are JQ 
officers, installed last August.

sponsored by Grand Rapids Quotar-
ians. “Several of our members are 
former camp counselors,” explained 
club member Martha Herman. “It was 
a huge success!”

Some 18 JQs enjoyed crafts, games, 

cooking, campfires, and swimming—
and they established rules for their 
summer camp group: 

•	 Take	a	buddy	during	a	JQ	activ-
ity and let a Quota member know 
where you are going.

•	 Ask	first	before	you	hug	or	touch	
someone else.

•	 Try	it	first,	before	saying,	“No,	
thank you.”

•	Have	fun.

•	 Respect	one	another.

Grand Rapids Quotarians also re-
cently hosted a JQ cooking class, offer-
ing a shopping excursion and lessons 
in measuring and preparing ingredi-
ents. “Our club has gained insight 
into a group that we’ve always helped 
but never really connected with on 
such an intimate level,” said Martha. 
“These kids don’t let anything stop 
them. They want to make a difference 
and reach for their dreams—and they 
teach us the real meaning of Quota.”

FEBRUARY 2013 5
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Silent Smiles
The Parañaque Quota club in the Philip-
pines remains passionate about speech 
and hearing service. Club members offer 
frequent Medical Missions for kids with 
speech and hearing needs at Parañaque 
Elementary School Central. Said Club 
President Angela Mijares, “On every 
visit, we find ourselves welcomed by a 
surge of our beneficiaries wearing their 
most endearing smiles. As they fall in 
line, full of anticipation and excitement 
for their ‘presents’ [vitamins and medi-
cine], one can almost hear their silent 
whispers of happiness and gratitude for 
our little offerings.”
 
At a Medical Mission last August, during 
the height of Philippine typhoon season, 
President Angela captured the silent 
smiles of three little girls, all with hearing 
loss, as they expressed their apprecia-
tion for Quota’s kind caring. The image 
placed first in the We Share Foundation’s 
Annual Photography Contest for 2012, 
judged by former White House photogra-
pher Joyce Boghosian. 

“Seeing how we have made an impact on 
these children helps us feel the priceless 
joy of charity,” added President Angela. 
“Sharing a slice of happiness with these 
children is rewarding in itself. But their 
smiles, sweet and silent on their inno-
cent faces, melt our hearts.”

The club chose their own Hand-in-Hand 
World Service Project as the recipient 
of their $500 Grand Prize—supporting a 
health clinic for destitute people. 

FEBRUARY 2013 7

http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/the-philippines%E2%80%94qi-of-paranaque/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/the-philippines%E2%80%94qi-of-paranaque/
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WE SHARE

District Collaborates for 
Aruba Book Festival

(Australia) 
Police officer Ben 
Dallimore reads 
to kids at Kippa-
Ring State School 
in Queensland, 
where the Red-
cliffe Quota club 
four years ago 
introduced their 
QuoCKa literacy 
program, based on 
Cops ‘n’ Kids.

(Aruba) The Aruba Quota club’s 
efforts to promote island literacy 
received a boost when three other clubs 
in District 42—Rotterdam, Zeist, and 
Zutphen—each sent financial contribu-
tions for the annual Kinderboeken 
(Children’s Book) Festival. Monies were 
used to purchase books for distribution 
during the event and to support the 
public library in Oranjestad.

Two Quota members, both chil-
dren’s authors, offered readings dur-
ing the event. Zutphen Quota Club 
President Evelien Van Dort presented 
from two of her books—both translated 
from Dutch to Papiamento by Maas 
Van Drie, husband of Aruba Past Club 
President Regine Van Drie. Likewise, 
Past District 42 Governor Noris Van 
Lis-Donata read from her children’s 
book on gratitude, Ban Bisa Danki, 
meaning Let Us Give Thanks.

“This festival had Quota written all 
over it,” said Past Club President Rina 
Gonzalez of Aruba. “We are delighted 

The 2012 Kinderboeken Festival, sponsored by Quota’s Aruba club, brought District 42 together in 
service. From left to right: author and Past District 42 Governor Noris Van Lis-Donata; Past Aruba 
Club President Rina Gonzalez; author and Zutphen Quota Club President Evelien Van Dort; local 
librarians Astrid Britten and Yosmar Sneek; Aruba Club President Gladys Kock; Service Chair 
Stella Montsanto; and Fund-raising Chair Greta Posner-Figaroa.

Aruba Past Club President Rina Gonzalez offers 
a donation to librarian Astrid Britten.

to promote reading and, especially, to 
encourage kids to enjoy reading. Dis-
trict 42 is rocking again!”

Cops Connect with Kids Down Under

http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/cops-n-kids-literacy-program/cops-%E2%80%98n%E2%80%99-kids-in-australia%E2%80%94quocka%E2%80%94and-a-testimonial-for-how-it%E2%80%99s-making-a-difference/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/cops-n-kids-literacy-program/cops-%E2%80%98n%E2%80%99-kids-in-australia%E2%80%94quocka%E2%80%94and-a-testimonial-for-how-it%E2%80%99s-making-a-difference/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/cops-n-kids-literacy-program/
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WE SHARE

Quota member Catherine Chen awaits the opening of Kiddies Holiday 
Shopping, a 25-year tradition and favorite service project of her club, QI of 
Cupertino, California.

(U.S.A.) Woonsocket Quotarians 
partner with the YWCA of North-
ern Rhode Island to provide free 
hearing and health fairs for local 
residents. In addition to hearing 
screenings with audiometers pur-
chased by the Quota club, volun-
teers check glucose, cholesterol, 
blood pressure, lungs, feet, skin, and 
general health for some 200 people 
each year, offering information and 
referrals as needed.

The Woonsocket club also 
provides lunch for attendees, plus 
door prizes and free and informative 
“health chats.” The upcoming 2013 
Health Fair marks the thirteeth con-
secutive year for this Quota-YWCA 
event. Photo Courtesy of YWCA of 
Northern Rhode Island. 

Cupertino Quota Project Marks Twenty-fifth Year

Woonsocket Quota Promotes Health

(U.S.A.) QI of Cupertino in Cali-
fornia treats local children to a day 
of shopping, gifts, and lunch each 
December—a 25-year tradition. “Most 

 

GREAT IDEA

Enhance Quota visibility and mem-
ber morale with better photos for 
your communications efforts. Ac-
quire an excellent camera for your 
club, through purchase or dona-
tion, and consider using a GREAT 
IDEA from the Coral Gables 
Quota club in Florida, U.S.A.—cre-
ating a permanent position of Club 
Photographer!

of the children 
have never had a 
new pair of shoes, 
a new coat, or 
other items we 
take for granted,” 
said Cupertino 
Charter Member 
and District 12 
Lieutenant Gover-
nor Barbara Rog-
ers, former mayor 
of the city. “What 
joy to behold the 
children’s faces 
light up at select-
ing their own 
clothing! For one 
student, some 

years back, it was the first time he had 
socks to wear in winter.”  

Over the years, the budget has in-
creased to $150 per child, and local vol-

unteers allow more kids to participate. 
“Police deputies help,” said Barbara. 
“They really enjoy it, and the children 
see them in a different light.”



QUOTA CONNECTIONS

(Australia) Three groups of Quotar-
ians from New South Wales traveled to 
Fiji in 2012 to see Ba Quota’s Hand-
in-Hand World Service Project. Each 
group left the island impressed by the 
way Quota caring changes lives.

Condobolin Club Trip

After a rough year in which many mem-
bers faced cancer, Condobolin Quota 
craved fellowship and fun. Past Club 
President Shelia Brasnett suggested 
they travel together as a club to Fiji. In 

August, the entire club—some still in 
cancer treatment—made the journey. 
After a few days of relaxation, the 
group drove into the hills over rough 
and winding roads to see Quota’s 
Hand-in-Hand project at Namau Public 
School. Students showed off improve-
ments to the facility, achieved through 
Quota donations, and the club pre-
sented the school with books, supplies, 
hats, and Aus.$500. Condobolin and 
Ba Quotarians also enjoyed meeting 
women whose lives changed through 
Quota’s skills training program and the 
incomes they now earn from sewing, 
screen-printing, and floral design.

Traveling Qs

In October, Past District Governor 
Barbara Edney led a “little band of 
merry members” from District 35, plus 
South Pacific Area Director Denise 
Rowell, to Ba. At the HART Village, 
they met individuals who receive 
Quota support for education and train-
ing; in the hills, they learned of a local 

Connecting with Quota in Fiji

Condobolin Quotarians visit Namau Public School in Fiji.

Condobolin Quotarian Sheila Brasnett with 
Molly, a Namau student.

The Traveling Qs of District 35 distributed gift bags to women and children during their visit in Ba.
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http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/fiji%E2%80%94qi-of-ba/
http://www.quota.org/we-share-foundation/club-to-club-world-service/fiji%E2%80%94qi-of-ba/
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Q is for Quirky

Quota Quirky Quotient: QQQQ (4 Qs)

In Quota, we share—and 
sometimes it’s Quirky! 
Take the story of Jim-
mie, for example. Jimmie 
is a stuffed bear from 
QI of Jimboomba in 
Queensland, Australia, 
where she represents their 
QuoCKa Reading Pro-
gram. Jimboomba Quotar-
ians shared Jimmie with 
their Friendship Club, QI 
of Monroe in Louisiana, 
U.S.A., to serve as a “for-
eign exchange” plush toy. 

Last June, the Monroe 
club took Jimmie to Dis-
trict 21’s Conference in 
Biloxi, Mississippi, U.S.A., 
where Central Area Director Judy 
Walthers was in attendance, repre-
senting Quota’s Board of Directors. 
Judy is a member of QI of Kenosha-
Racine in Wisconsin, U.S.A.—the 

club that introduced Cops ‘n’ Kids 
to Quota. So, Jimmie’s travels con-
tinued when Judy took her home to 
meet Cops ‘n’ Kids Reading Pro-
gram founder Julia Burney-Wither-
spoon in Racine.

Jimmie met Julia and all of the 
Kenosha-Racine Quotarians be-
fore earning even more frequent 
flier miles traveling with Judy last 
July to our 
international 
convention. 
There, in 
beautiful Ha-
waii, Jimmie 
(right)—appro-
priately 
attired for the 
occasion, of 
course!—was 
reunited 
once again with Quotarians from 
Monroe and Jimboomba.

What can we say? In Quota, we 
get around! 

Jimmie reunited with her Friendship Clubs at 
Convention 2012 in Hawaii: Past Governor Alison 
Lingard (left) and Past Governor Janet Hughes (right) 
both of QI of Jimboomba and Brenda Taylor (center), 
President of QI of Monroe.

Cops ‘n’ Kids Founder Julia Burney-
Witherspoon (left) met Jimmie when 
Central Area Director Judy Walthers of 
Quota’s Kenosha-Racine club brought her 
home to Wisconsin, U.S.A., for a visit.

Past District 35 Governor Wendy Squirrell, a 
member of QI of Camden, watches a sewing 
demonstration at the Ba Quota club’s Hand-in-
Hand World Service project.

school’s pressing needs. Everywhere 
they went, these “Traveling Qs” distrib-
uted gifts—donated by the Bateman’s 
Bay, Camden, and Campbelltown 
Quota clubs—to women and children 
in need.

Ba Quotarians also took the group 
to Namataveikai, where the entire 
village greeted them with garlands of 
fresh flowers and a traditional kava 
ceremony. After sharing information 
about Quota, the village women ex-
pressed interest in forming a club. “The 
farewell was overwhelming,” noted 
South Pacific Area Director Denise 
Rowell. “The whole village participated 
in a fond farewell with song and dance. 
Such a beautiful people.”

Gold Coast

Gold Coast Quotarians addressed 
a need in the Ba HART Village with 
a community-wide collection of 
undergarments. Club member Beth 
Dermoudy said, “There is great embar-
rassment among the 12- to 14-year-old 
girls there as they typically have only 
one pair of panties—and most don’t 
even own a bra.” In addition, the club 
gathered second-hand sheets from local 
hotels to help a hospital there. Quotar-
ian Anjum Ali delivered the donations 
from her club on a recent trip to Fiji.
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QUOTA CONNECTIONS

(Australia) QI of Broken Hill in 
New South Wales celebrates inspir-
ing young people with annual awards. 
For 31 years, the club has selected a 
Student of the Year, based on academ-
ics, leadership, sports participation, 
citizenship, personality, oratory, and 

Broken Hill Celebrates Young Achievers

QI of Broken Hill’s 2012 Student of the Year, Holly 
Henderson, received a cash award and her name 
inscribed with past winners on the perpetual trophy, 
pictured here.

The Broken Hill club’s pageant princess Katelyn 
Rudd enjoyed festivities with pageant prince, 
Michael Day.

Channell Semmens (left) enjoyed hands-on science in Sydney in 
2012, when the Broken Hill Quota club sponsored her trip to the 
Dr. Victoria James Science Challenge for kids with hearing loss.

awareness of current affairs. The 
club also chooses, based solely 
on essays about the community, 
a pageant princess for the local 
Christmas procession who re-
ceives a mini-makeover, gifts from 
local businesses, 
a pageant sash, 
and tiara. The 
princess attends 
events with the 
pageant prince, 
also selected by 
the club.

In addition, 
Broken Hill Quo-
tarians send one 
local student with 
hearing loss and a 

parent to Sydney each 
year to attend the Dr. 
Veronica James Science 
Challenge. Participants 

enjoy hands-on science and interacting 
with other kids with hearing loss. Club 
President Helen Sforcina noted that 
the experience often “broadens parents’ 
perspectives of how much their chil-
dren can achieve.”

Emilie is a musician who specializes 
in marimba, which she has played 
since age seven. Her high school ju-
nior recital included a Mozart con-
certo accompanied by the Manila 
Symphony Orchestra, under the 
baton of world-renowned conductor 
Oscar Yatco. After completing her 
undergraduate music degree early, 
she earned a master’s degree in mu-
sic education and taught in Manila 
schools. She appeared as a featured 
soloist at the Cultural Center of the 
Philippines and at the presidential 
palace, Malacañang, in Manila. Said 
Emilie, “I’m glad I underwent such 
rigid training and discipline, which 
greatly developed and influenced 
my personality.”

What Don’t We Know About…

District 41 Governor Emilie Simon is 
pictured here with her marimba and her 
granddaughter, Gaby.

EMILIE SIMON

Governor, Quota District 41

Member, QI of Manila South



MY TURN

Club Support Helps 
Quota Members Grow

“I love the camaraderie of my club, the 
wisdom my Quota sisters are so willing to 
impart, and being part of decades of Quota 
service, locally and around the world.”
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By Roseann Baldauf-Shales

I first heard of Quota International 
when Judy Walthers, now Quota’s 
Central Area director, called in 
September 2007 to ask me to speak 
at a District 22 conference on recruit-
ment and retention. 
I agreed instantly. 
Having worked in 
the direct selling 
industry since col-
lege, I am passion-
ate about building 
teams and shar-
ing opportunities 
with people. After 
researching Quota 
for my presentation, 
I knew this was an 
organization worth 
joining. Quota’s service philosophy is 
a perfect fit for me. 

In 2008, I joined Judy’s club, 
QI of Kenosha-Racine, Wiscon-
sin, U.S.A., and now serve as club 
president. Never before have I been 
part of a more dedicated and tena-
cious group of women. We are proud 
of our service record—from helping 
Cops ‘n’ Kids Founder Julia Burney 
establish her first squad car book 
distribution and first reading room to 
placing 24 soundfield amplification 
systems in local school classrooms in 
the last four years. 

We are also proud that our small 
but mighty group proves extremely 

supportive of one another in every 
area of life. The incredible love and 
support members receive from our 
club helps each of us grow 
personally. When I an-
nounced on March 3, 
2012, that I would “go 
bald” for St. Baldrick’s 
Foundation pediatric 
cancer research, my club 
stepped up to support 
me with encouragement 
and donations that far 
exceeded my goal of 
$555. Shaving my head 
raised over $1,600 for the 
cause! Afterwards, when I 

mentioned to long-time club member 
Dorothy Knoedler that, bald, I was 
so cold that I wore a hat around the 
clock, my Quota friends surprised 
me, in their unique way, to show 
their solidarity—in hats and wigs!

I’m off tonight to 
welcome six new mem-
bers who just joined 
our club. I love the ca-
maraderie of my club, 
the wisdom my Quota 
sisters are so willing 
to impart, and being 
part of decades of 
Quota service, locally 
and around the world. 
What a great time to 
be a Quotarian!

Roseann Baldauf-Shales, a business 
analyst, speaker, and author, is club 
president of QI of Kenosha-Racine, Wis-
consin, U.S.A..



Celebrate with a Festival of Cakes 
from Traverse City

(USA) Traverse City Quota in Michigan discovered a sweet fund-raiser in 
their annual Festival of Cakes. Cake artists showcase their talents in profes-
sional, hobbyist, and student categories to compete for prizes and kudos. Lo-
cal celebrities serve as judges, helping to draw community participation. The 
2012 Festival (pictured here) raised $2,000. Photos by Laura Olson.

February is Quota’s 
Birthday Month!


